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Transmitted herewith, on behalf of Southeastern Media Holdings, Inc., permittee of WFXG(DT), Augusta,
Georgia, are an original and four copies of its “Reply Comments” in the above-referenced proceeding.

Should any questions arise concerning this matter, please communicate with this office.

AGC:deb

Enclosures

Very truly yours,

Anne Goodwin Crump
Counsel for Southeastern Media Holdings, Inc.
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In the Matter of

Amendment of Section 73.622(b); MB Docket No. 11-54
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Table of Allotments; RM-11624
Digital Television Broadcast Stations.
(Augusta, Georgia)

REPLY COMMENTS

Southeastern Media Holdings, Inc. (“Southeastern”), permittee of WFXG(DT)', Augusta,
Georgia, by its attorneys, hereby respectfully submits its Reply Comments with regard to the
Notice of Proposed Rule Making, DA 11-499, released March 16, 2011 (“NPRM”), which
proposes to substitute DTV Channel 51 for DTV Channel 31 as Station WFXG’s post-transition
digital channel. With respect thereto, the following is stated:

As previously stated in this proceeding, WFXG’s originally allotted DTV channel was
Channel 51, and Southeastern built DTV facilities on that channel and filed a license application
to cover those facilities. While there was some initial confusion as to the antenna to be used,
WFXG subsequently was granted a construction permit reflecting the exact facilities constructed
and specified in the license application, and the station has been operating with those facilities
ever since. In the interim, however, Southeastern sought and was granted a change in the DTV
allotment to Channel 31. While WFXG fully intended to construct new Channel 31 facilities,
intervening events, such as the severe downturn in the economy, made it impossible to complete

such construction before the expiration of its Channel 31 permit. In its Comments in this

' While WFXG(TV) previously was licensed on analog Channel 54, the station’s DTV license application remains
pending, as is the case for many DTV facilities.
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proceeding, Southeastern demonstrated that maintenance of the status quo through a return to a
Channel 51 allotment would serve the public interest.

In response to the NPRM, CTIA - The Wireless Association® (“CTIA”), Cavalier
Wireless, LLC and Continuum 700 LLC, jointly (the “Joint Parties™), and Gray Television
Licensee, LLC (“Gray™) also filed comments. Gray’s comments support the proposed re-
allotment of Channel 51 as requested by Southeastern and further propose that its own station,
WRDW, be allowed to revert to its interim digital channel 31, thereby improving service to
viewers and adding public interest benefits.

CTIA and the Joint Parties, however, oppose the re-allotment of Channel 51 to Augusta
so that WFXG may continue its current operations. In so doing, CTIA and the Joint Parties
emphasize the possible benefits of potential new services that have yet to be rolled out and
completely discount the existing and long-standing service to the public provided by television
stations in the market. Moreover, their arguments treat WFXG’s proposed Channel 51 allotment
as if it were something new, but such is not the case, as Channel 51 was WFXG’s originally
allotted DTV channel, and it has operated on that channel throughout the DTV transition and
ever since. CTIA’s and the Joint Parties’ claims of uncertainty created by the presence of a
Channel 51 facility in the Augusta market also are specious, since the need to protect Channel 51
operations and the existence of WFXG’s Channel 51 operation both were known at the time of
the A Block auction, and WFXG has at no time changed or proposed to change its transmitter
location. Indeed, the continued operation of WFXG on Channel 51 would prevent other Channel
51 operations from entering the market and thus would decrease uncertainty. Accordingly, there
is no uncertainty here, but only a naked grab for rights to more spectrum than the Joint Parties

and CTIA’s members purchased.
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could make that change with relative ease, speed, and economy. As a result, existing viewers of
the station would be able expeditiously to have television reception improved or restored to
them.

Thus, grant of the proposed reallotment of Channel 51 as requested clearly would serve
the public interest without any significant detriments. Not only would that reallotment allow
WEXG to continue to deliver its existing and long-standing service to the public, but it also
would make room for another operating station to improve its ability to serve its viewers and, in
some cases, to restore service. This result would not in any way injure Block A licensees, as it
represents only maintenance of the status quo and is in complete accord with the Commission’s
currently settled policies.

WHEREFORE, the premises considered, Southeastern respectfully requests that DTV

Channel 51 be substituted for DTV Channel 31 at Augusta, Georgia.

Respectfully submitted,
SOUTHEASTERN MEDIA HOLDINGS, INC.

By: Mﬁgﬁ
H

arry C. Martin
Anne Goodwin Crump

Its Attorneys
FLETCHER, HEALD & HILDRETH, P.L.C.
1300 N. 17™ Street -Eleventh Floor
Arlington, Virginia 22209
(703) 812-0400

May 17, 2011
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Deborah N. Lunt, a secretary with the law firm of Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, PLC,
hereby state that true cogies of the foregoing REPLY COMMENTS were sent by first class mail,
postage prepaid, this 19™ day of May, 2011, to the following:

Brian M. Josef

Michael F. Altschul

Christopher Guttman-McCabe
CTIA — The Wireless Association®
1400 16™ Street, NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20336

Thomas Gutierrez, Esq.

Lukas, Nace, Gutierrez & Sachs, LLP

8300 Greensboro Drive

Suite 1200

McLean, Virginia 22102
Counsel for Cavalier Wireless, LLC
and Continuum 700 LLC

Joan Stewart, Esq.
Wiley Rein LLP
1776 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006
Counsel for Gray Television Licensee, LLC

Dk

Deborah N. Lunt
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